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THE FARNBOROUGH SOCIETY  
preserving the past, shaping the future  

 Recycling: The Never-ending Story 

with Ruth Whaymand 

We were delighted to welcome Ruth along to tell us what more we can all do to boost Rushmoorôs poor recycling rate. She gave 

a very informative and self-assured presentation, and it was clear that the audience had a real determination to understand the 

problems and to make sure they were doing all they could personally to improve matters. 

Ruth began by outlining the service currently provided: weekly general waste; fortnightly recycling, glass and garden waste; 

bulky waste upon request, and charged; clinical waste weekly/on request. She emphasised that the quality of the collection 

service is very high, even in severe weather, when RBC uses a 4-wheel drive vehicle with snow plough to reach more 

inaccessible areas. 

Rushmoorôs collection cost, at Ã54 per household, is the highest in Hampshire, mainly due to the retention of weekly general 

waste collection. At the same time, we achieve only 26% recycling, placing us firmly in the bottom quartile nationally, which 

leaves us woefully short of the 40% target that was set by the Government to be achieved by 2010 and even farther adrift of the 

67% target by 2015 set by Waste Strategy 2000. At the moment, therefore, it looks extremely unlikely that we will achieve the 

target set by the EU of 50% by 2020 and failure will incur penalties against RBC. 

Ruth went on to explain the ówaste hierarchyô which aims to reduce the amount of waste going to the incinerator. She made the 

point that there are measures to be taken even before recycling becomes an option, such as reducing packaging during 

manufacture and changing attitudes about making things last. 

If recycling is the best option, however, society benefits in a number of ways: conservation of natural resources and habits; 

energy savings; mitigating climate change; reducing costs; raising awareness of environmental issues. 

But the concept of recycling is hardly new. Farnborough once had a regular food waste collection to feed pigs, a practice no 

longer possible because of the risk of foot and mouth disease, and during WWII metals and waste paper were among the 

materials collected towards the war effort.  

By the latter part of the 20th, however, we had lost the recycling habit. Then, in the 1980s, bottle banks began to appear around 

the borough. In 1994, RBC introduced the bag and hook system, superseded in 2002 by the familiar blue bins. Kerbside garden 

waste collection began in 2005, glass collection in 2009 and battery collection in 2012. 

What happens to all this recyclable material? A fleet of nine 26-tonne vehicles, each capable of carrying 7 tonnes of waste, 

generally fill up twice a day. The contents of green bins, blue bins and glass boxes goes to Eelmoor Road waste transfer station, 

while garden waste goes to Little Bushywarren near Basingstoke to be processed into compost. From Eelmoor Road, the 

recyclable material is sorted to capture anything that can be re-used in some way and the rest goes to the Materials Recovery 

Facility (MRF) in Alton. 

The complicated system at the MRF separates paper and card, which goes to a paper mill for pulping. In answer to a question 

from the audience Ruth explained that shredded paper does not yield the long threads necessary for reprocessing, and tends to 

clog up the machinery. The cans collected will go to a processing plant to be melted and rolled into sheeting, which can be used 

for cars, aeroplanes, new cans, etc. Plastic bottles will be melted down into small beads, which can be used for pipes, plant pots, 

and even fleece clothing. When asked why many plastics are excluded from recycling, Ruth told us that the molecular structure 

of such things as trays and yoghurt pots makes them unsuitable because their polymer strands are too short to produce good 

quality new plastics. Glass in crushed and colour sorted. Then it is simply made into new bottles. 

At Little Bushywarren, our garden waste is first shredded, then put into Toblerone shaped piles. The material is turned every two 

weeks, then screened to produce compost in 16 weeks. 
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The kerbside battery collection is funded by battery manufacturers and keeps potentially harmful material from contaminating 

the waste collection process. 

Where does the material from our green bins go? To the Energy Recovery Facility at Chineham. Nothing goes to landfill. At the 

ERF, it is incinerated to produce energy. Metals and bottom ash are recycled. 

This whole process can take as little as seven days, with the customer driving the service by making the right choices. RBC tries 

to help us do that wherever possible, by, for instance redesigning the recycling bins for communal use to reduce contamination. 

They use Arena magazine, the RBC website and social media to educate and inform. Working with elected members, the 

Council is actively exploring ways to improve recycling rates, such as the recently introduced furniture re-use project, and is 

currently engaged in competitive dialogue towards procurement of a new contract for waste collection services.  

Additional information on recycling can be found on the RBC website: http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk  

The Royal Aircraft Factory at War 

With Graham Rood 

Graham started the lecture by setting the scene from the start of the Factory in 1907 to the start of the Great War in 1914.  

This included the important work of Edward Teshemaker Busk in developing the stable aeroplane only to lose his life in 

an aeroplane accident in late 1914. There is a memorial to Busk at the FAST Museum. 

At the start of the War the aerial services (RFC & RNAS) were woefully 

short of aircraft and the factory produced the first tranche of viable 

aeroplanes with the BE2 & FE2 series and provided the drawings and 

expertise to enable the embryo British Industry to produce in greater 

numbers the aircraft for the RFC. 

Graham went on the show the innovations produced for production 

aeroplanes such as the airborne coupled searchlights and machine guns 

needed to attack the óZeppelin Scourgeô and other devices intended to 

down the 

airships. 

The SE5 

fighter plane 

was 

designed and developed at the Factory before going into 

full scale production as one of the outstanding RFC 

aeroplanes of WW1. 

Next, Graham moved to the Research & Development 
work carried out from the early aerodynamic research on 

the Whirling Arm and the embryo wind-tunnels (then 

called wind-channels) through to the structural testing of  

 

Edward Teshemaker Busk 

FE (1913) 

http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk
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complete aircraft to determine their actual structural strengths and 

the modes of failure. The R&D and flight testing of the first 

airborne wireless sets was covered well as some of the innovative 

aeroplane 

designs that, 

although 

flown, never 

reached 

production. 

The design and 

development of 

aircraft engines was described, both those used for production and 

the many solely experimental types used for developing safer and 

more powerful engines for production.  

The role of women at the Factory was significant and towards the 

end of the war there were 3000 women employed out of a total workforce of some 5000.  

The lecture finished with a round-up of the post-war situation in research and the hint of the resurgence in the 1935 re-

armament surge prior to WW2. 

CAN YOU HELP?  

With the tragic death of Clive Andrews and the departure of Brenda Mitchell to her new 

home on the Isle of Wight, the Executive Committee is sadly depleted, which means that 

those who remain are having to take on more and more responsibility. Clearly, this is not 

sustainable long - term and, in any case, we need new blood and fresh ideas.  

If you have some spare time and/or skills that may be of use, do please get in touch. We 

can be flexible towards anyone wishing to carve out a small area of responsibility, such as  

events organisation, promotion, writing articles or editing newsletters, for example. It may 

not even be necessary to join the committee, if you donôt want that kind of commitment. 

Even if you feel you lack useful skills, you may still have a lot to offer in the way of ideas. 

We are always seeking to improve the society both in terms of efficiency of operation and 

in terms of providing TFS members with the kind of active engagement they expect. And 

someone with a fresh approach could be invaluable.  

You would be welcome to come along to a meeting of the Executive Committee, to meet 

the team and get a feel for what we do. Contact Barbara if you would like to arrange that, 

or just for an informal chat: barbara@pbhurst.com or 01252 405149  

 

FE-2A (1915) 

FE-2B (1915) 

Wind Tunnel (1917) Aeiral View of the Royal Aircraft Factory (1914) 
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The WWI Memorial in St Peterôs Church 

with Margaret Taylor 

TFS member Margaret began by explaining that she did not intend to speak about all those commemorated on the WWI 

Memorial in St Peterôs Church but had selected those with particularly interesting stories, or whose connection with 

Farnborough was particularly strong.  

Margaret said she was aided in her research by the fact that those who gave their lives are listed by year. This was significant 

because no Christian names are provided for the 40 men 

listed, 30 of whom were in the Army (in 18 different 

regiments), 6 in the Royal Navy and 4 in the fledgling Royal 

Flying Corps. Their ages when they died ranged from 16 to 

45, with an average age of 26.5.  

She began with Richard George Crossman, a sergeant in the 

Military Mounted Police, who was the first person to die of 

wounds from the war, at Fort Pitt Hospital in Chatham.  

Crossman was born in Islington, enlisted when he was 18 and 

served in South Africa and Egypt before embarking for 

France on 15th August 1914, leaving his wife Alice and baby 

daughter living in Union Street. He was injured at the Battle 

of Mons on 15th September and developed tetanus, dying on 

23rd September with his wife at his bedside; the Army had 

arranged for her to be taken to him. Following his death, 

Alice (nee Fry) was awarded 16/- per week widowôs pension, 

plus her husbandôs back-pay. 

By contrast, Lieutenant Reginald Nigel Gipps came from a 

very privileged background. Born in 1891, he grew up in 

Belgravia in a household with seven servants. The family 

moved to Sycamore House, now The Sycamores, in 

Farnborough, and when Reginaldôs father, Sir Reginald Ramsey Gipps, died in 1908, the town turned out en masse for his 

spectacular funeral procession. Lady Gipps died in the South of France in 1914, leaving a substantial estate to Reginaldôs elder 

brother George. But he was killed in a flying accident later in 1914. Thus, by the time Reginald Gipps embarked for France 

with the Scots Guards, having previously served in Egypt, he was now, as the only surviving son, the head of the household. 

He fought at Mons and Marne before meeting his end at Ypres. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the Menin 

Gate as well as in the Victoria Road funeral chapel in Farnborough. 

At 45, Frederick James Andrewartha is the oldest man listed on the memorial. Born in London, his family moved to 

Farnborough when he was 10. He worked as a painter and decorator in his fatherôs business and lived in Farnborough Street 

with his wife Margaret (nee Bartlett) the daughter of a local blacksmith. Frederick served in militias before enlisting in the 

Berkshire Regiment, where he served for 22 years and reached the rank of Company Quartermaster Sergeant. Frederick did 

not see action during WWI, however, dying before going to France in a meningitis epidemic that swept through Chelmsford, 

where he was based. His two daughters, Florence and Daisy, both became teachers, though in Daisyôs case not for very long, 

and the family lived in Elm Tree Cottage for at least 40 years. 

Ernest Bernard Ames is one of those from the Royal Navy to be commemoratedðan air mechanic in the Royal Flying Corps. 

Born in 1892 in Overton, he was living in Farnborough by the age of eight, at 3 Spring Villas, which was opposite The Ship 

public house. He joined the Royal Navy in 1910 at the age of 18 and the Naval Air Service in 1914. By all accounts a model 

sailor, Ernest met his end when his airship went down in the sea off the coast of Kent with the loss of all but one of those on 

board. None of their bodies were ever recovered. His sister, a teacher, spent many years investigating the accident, because 

Ernest had shared his concern that the vessel carried insufficient fuel. Eventually, the Air Ministry told her that the lone 

survivor, a non-swimmer, was the only crew member to stay with the stricken airship, while the others attempted to swim 

ashore. Ernestôs name also appears on the Chatham war memorial. 

Alan Travers Chubb, whose name also appears on the Theipval memorial, was a Second Lieutenant in the Hampshire 

Regiment who lost his life at the Somme.  Born in Sandgate, his father was a doctor who provided his son with a good private 

education, after which Alan went to Canada to grow fruit for several years. Meanwhile, his parents moved to Farnborough. In 

1914, he enlisted in the University and Public Schools Brigade of the Royal Fusiliers and won a commission in the Special 

Reserve, which he cancelled so that he could join the Regulars. He went to France in February 1916 and was killed leading a 

charge at the Somme. Although Alan was a Roman Catholic convert, his parents were members of St Peterôs Church. 

Cruger Stanley Peach, a Lieutenant in the 15th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, was killed in a flying accident on Clapham 

Common.  Born in Putney, his father was an architect who in fact designed Centre Court at Wimbledon. The family moved to 

Queensmead, a large house later demolished when the Farnborough shopping centre was developed. Having seen active 

service, Cruger returned to the UK to train as a pilot and was killed when his two-seater biplane, of a type disliked by pilots, 

crashed. According to a report by the Metropolitan Police, a resident was digging on his allotment when a boy brought him the 

remains of human feet. It was found that they belonged to the pilot whose body had been removed from the site of the crash,  



р 

apparently without anyone noting that the feet were missing, a fact subsequently established at an inquest. The foot remains had 

by then been buried by the resident in his allotment and he was unable to find them, so they were never reunited with Crugerôs 

body, which lies in Brookwood Cemetery.  

Leading Seaman William Finch died in a very unfortunate incident that was kept secret for the duration of the war because of 

fears that it would badly affect morale. Born in Ash Vale, William was living in Rectory Road when he joined the Royal Navy at 

the age of 18. He became a submariner in 1917 and his submarine was part of a battle group of 40 vessels that gathered, in thick 

fog, in the North Sea on 31st January 1918. Two submarines collided on the surface. Had visibility been good, this might have 

been little more than an inconvenience. However, in attempting to come to the aid of the stricken vessels, the group brought 

about a succession of further collisions, each more devastating than the last. One of the casualties was Williamôs submarine, 

which was hit by HMS Fearless and sent to the bottom. Although most of her crew managed to get off, many were killed by the 

other vessels milling around; some 270 men, including William, were killed in just 90 minutes, with only nine survivors. 

William is also commemorated on Portsmouth Naval Memorial. 

Unlike the other men commemorated in St Peterôs Church, Captain Spencer Franks does not appear on the Rushmoor Roll of 

Honour because he was not listed as resident at the family home, Pinewood in High View Road, in the 1911 census, having been 

away at school at that time. But it is precisely that census information that makes his family interesting. His mother, Helen 

Louise, is listed as head of the household, even though she had a husband living. This is believed to reflect her staunch support 

for the suffragette movement. And it was Spencerôs mother who took probate of the estate following her sonôs death. Nor was 

his death entirely straightforward. On 22nd March 1918 a witness reported having seen Spencer dead and the British Red Cross 

reported the fact, with no burial place known. It was in 

1919, while the battlefields were still being searched, 

that information came to light that Spencer had in fact 

been removed from the battlefield and hospitalised by 

the Germans. He died six days later and was buried in a 

German cemetery. His id tags and a signet ring were 

returned to his family in 1920, and his remains 

subsequently disinterred and reburied at the British 

Cemetery in France. 

The youngest person named on the memorial is Alfred 

Edward Ferris, aged 16. He was born in Cove in 1903, 

the son of a cab driver, and joined the Royal Navy as a 

Boy 2nd Class when he was 15. He went to join the 

training ship, HMS Impregnable, but died suddenly of 

lung disease. Alfredôs grave is in Victoria Road 

Cemetery.  

Showing us a splendid photo of St Peterôs decorated for 

a service of celebration of the peace, Margaret told us that everyone who is named on the memorial has now been identified and 

that the WWII memorial was relocated above the WWI memorial during the recent reordering of St Peters. 

Although the WWI memorial records terrible tragedy, Margaretôs talk was very interesting and often amusing. Her research has 

revealed some fascinating stories about the people behind the names. 

The Stretcher Bearers of WWI 

With Emily Mayhew 

Emily, a Historian in Residence in the Biomedical Department 

of Imperial College London, began by explaining that she is a 

military medical historian, working in the Centre for Last Injury 

Studies, whose particular interest is wounds, which is reflected 

in the title of the book on which her talk was based: Wounded: 

The Long Journey Back from the First World War. 

She regards the stretcher bearers of WWI very much as the 

unsung heroes of the war, whose skill and courage saved many 

lives but who have all but disappeared from the records. They 

were, in fact, the first specialist medical corps and the Weston 

Front saw the foundation of the medical system still in use 

today. Previously, stretcher bearers had been those deemed to 

big or too stupid to be of much use as soldiers, but by the end of 

the war they were recognised and valued as highly skilled 

paramedics. 

The mechanised warfare of WWI, together with the new 

pointed bullets, meant injuries on a scale and of a severity never  
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